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expurgation, of the careerists and privilege-hunters, Communism
had not yet been able to feed or clothe or warm its expectant
millions and the millions were becoming angry. In the south
requisition-maddened peasants were in arms, murdering the
requisitioned, pillaging the State farms. In March the sailors of
Kronstadt rose in rebellion, fifteen thousand of them. The stage was
all set for a Third Revolution, Petrograd's Commissars were scared
and Zinovieff got ready his trains and cars for flight again/But the
workers of Petrograd had just that much less in their stomachs than
they had had four years before, enough to sap their eld rage right
out of them and leave them too listless to move. They had nothing
left to fight for if Communism, had failed.
A white-robed army crawled silently and invisibly over the ice
to Kronstadt and took the sailor rebels by surprise. The sailors
struggled valiantly with their attackers. It was the last stand for
freedom in Russia. Makers of revolution, men who would have cut
off their hands before they would have re-opened Russia to the
forces of the right, were prepared to die by the bullet rather than be
crushed in spineless idolatry under the inflexible march of the
Communist god-machine. By the bullet they died. The rising was
ruthlessly and bloodily suppressed.
But the old fox, Lenin, could read the signs of the times. He
knew the hunger and misery in the land. He saw that the need was
bread and all that unadulterated Communism was producing was
bullets and stones. While the guns of the execution-squads were still
echoing through the Kronstadt forts the edict relaxing the rigid
machinery of war Communism was sent forth. Instead of being sub-
jected to the total requisitioning of their grain the peasants were to
pay a fixed tax in kind and the surplus was theirs to sell on the open
market for what it would fetch. Private retail trade was legalized.
Small industries could be privately owned. The march of the
revolution was to be slowed down until the peasants could be
induced to fall in behind. With the peasants, not over them, must
Communism stride. Books, films, and radio must be substituted for
the requisitioning parties5 bayonets, tractors must pull the plough
which fear could not drive. The peasant had revolted to win his
Russian land. Well, Russia must win the peasants. Meanwhile, the
Cheka would see that the aims of the revolution were not wholly
forgotten. But if the revolution was to live, the people must live. A
new phase in the development of the revolution had begun. The
New Economic Policy had arrived.
Andreyva was good enough to find me a number of jobs about
her theatres. I was behind the scenes on the night a special perform-
ance of Othello was put on in honour of the visit of H, G. Wells to